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Abstract (in English):
My goal in this diploma thesis is to verify the claim that „dandy is a work of art“.  
The figure of Dandy is often defined by the claim that it truly is a work of art. Dandy is 
after all defined like that by the founders of the debate on dandysm (Barbey d`Aurevilly, 
Charles Baudelaire and Oscar Wilde) and also by contemporary  theoreticians of dandysm 
(such as Francois Coblence, Daniel S. Schiffer and Karin Becker). However, despite the 
numerous occurrences of the definition, the claim was never extended into general theory 
of dandy as work of art. I am here trying to do that. 
First, I am looking for a definition that best suits the concept of dandy according to 
the founders. I confront the concept of dandysm with several definitions of art (mimetic, 
expressive,  formalistic,  institutional  or  functionalist).  With  the  definition  that   the 
comparison shows as the most appropriate – the functionalist theory of art – I continue to 
operate. With a structuralist definition of Jan Mukařovský.
From the structuralistic point of view I answer the basic questions connected within 
the discourse of aesthetics with the concept of the work of art. I am looking for a basic 
material  (material  norm) that  would create  the identity  of  dandy as  a  specific  kind  of 
artwork.  Based on that,  I  distinguish artistic  kinds  of  dandysm close (dance,  acting or 
performance as a genre of fine arts). I'm looking for the specifics of the dandy’s reception. 
Furthermore,  the  specifics  of  the  creator  of  dandysm  and  his  work.  Or  the  specific 
interactions of dandy with society through the concept of aesthetic norm.
Beside dandy's  reflection within the basic aesthetic  relation (recipient  – work – 
creator), I am also interested to look at the specific questions of dandysm (myth, laconicity 
or humor) from the chosen perspective.
The whole work contains a polemic with the influential text by Francois Coblence 
which, when we try to grasp dandy as a work of art, shows to be problematic. And finally, 
basing on the structuralist  concept of dandy as an artwork, I discuss one of the crutial 
themes of dandysm - the question of the dandy's timelessness (whether it belongs only to 
certain epochs or it can exist in various times).
